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4 STEPS TO RAISING STANDARDS 
AT YOUR SCHOOL
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This article is contributed by GRIP Leadership, the premier trainers of student leaders in Australia and New Zealand. This topic is part 
of the 2022 GRIP Student Leadership Conference being held in over 50 towns and cities. For details or dates, locations and more 
information about the conference content visit www.gripleadership.com.
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JIMMY REES:
MY ADVICE TO

STUDENT LEADERS 

The National Young Leaders Day is Australia’s 
largest gathering of young leaders and is an annual 
event on the calendar of thousands of schools. It is 
a rare occasion for students to be in the same room 
as their heros and role models, to see them as real 
people, and to step forward into their own amazing 
journey as a young leader.

At the 2021 National Young Leaders Day, ABC host 
and well-known funny man Jimmy Rees shared his 
journey with students in Melbourne and Sydney. 
Jimmy was the previously the popular host of 
‘Giggle and Hoot’ and is now loved by people of all 
ages for his online comedy videos. 

Beneath the hilarious nature of Jimmy are a number 
of valuable leadership lessons that he feels strongly 
about. At the recent events, Jimmy recalled stories 
of his time as a student, which also applied to his 
time as a TV host.  

“Everyone can have 
fun and everyone can 
enjoy what you're 
doing but they can 
also look to you as a 
role model.”
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You can watch Jimmy at the National Young Leaders Day in the 'One Minute 
Wisdom' video series featuring the speakers from the 2021 events at youtube.com/
halogenaustralia  

Other speakers in the ‘One Minute Wisdom’ series include: entertainer David 
Campbell, Deputy Fire Commissioner Michelle Young, Australian memory champion 
and Celebrity Survivor contestant Anastasia Woolmer and many more. Watch now at 
youtube.com/halogenaustralia  

“I had this kind of pressure on me. Well, it turns 
into pressure sometimes, but it’s kind of like an 
onus to be perfect or to not set a foot wrong. That 
can be difficult at times. You can’t be perfect. 
You can’t not make a mistake here and there, 
but I think being a leader is about owning that 
and knowing that about yourself and knowing 
that people are looking up to you” Jimmy said.

Despite being known for his silly antics, Jimmy 
says “We should behave in a manner that is 
going to be respectable. Everyone can have fun 
and everyone can enjoy what you’re doing but 
they can also look to you as a role model. The 
term role model has model in it, people model 
behaviour off you.”

The National Young Leaders Day provides a 
unique opportunity for students to gather at 
world-class event venues to hear a wide range 
of Australia’s most high profile people share 
insights from their own leadership journey. 



Continued on the next page

Ahmed Omer and Obsa Shafee first met at primary school 
in Ethiopia, and have been friends ever since. (Pictured)

Ahmed is now the school captain at Cosgrove High 
School, but his experiences are very different from when 
he started three years ago.

After encountering racist comments from other students, 
Ahmed and other migrant students worked together on a 
plan to help stamp out racism at their school.

“We told our stories, how we got to Australia and what it 
meant for us, and then we had a pledge that they sign — a 
promise that ‘I will stop racism,’” he said. “I feel welcome 
and really, really part of my school community now. Once 
you share your story with them they will open up really 
quickly and they will share their story with you.”

SHARING STORIES TO STAMP 
OUT RACISM

Florence is only in Year 2 and has had an interest in allergy 
research since she was diagnosed with allergies herself. 
Her older sister Sophia (Year 4) was having some success 
making and selling bracelets.

The sisters have now combined their passions, and are 
now raising much-needed funds for allergy research. 
“I have a few allergies so this is something I am very 
passionate about,” said Florence.

They use donated beads, often recycled from old 
necklaces, brooches, or broken jewellery. Later in 
September Florence and Sophia have a market stall 
planned for a popular Perth market.

BRACELETS FOR A CAUSE

studentstudent
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so so cool!cool!

WOW!
WOW!
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GREAT GREAT 
JOB!JOB!

AMAZING!
AMAZING!

Kalbarri District High School students recently saw their 
comunity devastated by Tropical Cyclone Seroja.  Using 
debris from the cyclone, students have built a Thank 
You Board to express messages of gratitude to the local 
community.

The Thank You Board was developed by a group of Years 
7-9 students as a project during the school’s weekly 
enterprise class, where groups of students work together 
to create something of benefit to the local community. 
The board is an opportunity for the students and wider 
school community to express their resilience and strong 
spirit following the trail of destruction that was left by 
the cyclone back in April. In the days and months that 
followed, many individuals and organisations helped the 
school get back on its feet.

The timber frame and screws holding the board together 
came from a wayward roof that happened to land in a 
teacher’s back yard.

“The Thank You Board is an illustration of the fact that 
while Tropical Cyclone Seroja delivered a great deal of 
devastation and heartache, it also highlighted the fantastic 
spirit of our community and the willingness of our fellow 
Australians to help out in times of need,” said Principal 
Michael Ostaszewskyj.

Yr 12 students at Wesley College in Perth have designed 
an Indigenous school tie (pictured) as part of the Class of 
2021 ‘Gift to College’.

The new initiative, which was led by Year 12 students 
Arthur Jones and Sam White, reflects the pathway which 
each student takes through Wesley. Key aspects of the 
design include a central yellow strip which represents 
the journey walked during school life, linking the Junior 
School (symbolised by a small kangaroo), Middle 
School (symbolised by a larger emu) and Senior School 
(represented by a goanna nest) in the design.

The tie will become part of the stock at the school uniform 
shop, with all profits from sales to be set aside in a 
Reconciliation Fund.

KALBARRI STUDENTS BUILD A 
THANK YOU BOARD

STUDENTS DESIGN INDIGENOUS 
SCHOOL TIES



TOP TIPS FOR THINKING UP 
NEW IDEAS
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1 - USE THE STRENGTHS OF THE LEADERS IN CHARGE

3 - LINK AN IDEA TO A CELEBRATION IN SOCIETY

2 - JOIN THE BIG CHARITY CAMPAIGNS

4 - CHECK OUT OTHER SCHOOLS

If your student leadership team has amazing musicians 
in it, then there is a good chance that any idea based 
on music will be a success. Identify the standout 
strengths in your team and use that as a starting point 
to develop an idea.

Look at the calendar to identify the celebrations that 
everybody is already positive about. You could think 
up an idea to do with Chocolate at Easter, water in 
summer, or something meaningful for ANZAC Day.

Students at your school will already know about the 
‘Worlds Greatest Shave’ and ‘R U OK? Day’. If you 
join one of these ideas, then the TV commercials that 
students see will actually be helping you to promote 
your idea.

You can start by speaking to the schools you know, 
and there is also a resource for student leaders called 
‘101 Great Ideas from Other Schools’. Don’t copy for 
the sake of copying, and don’t assume it will always 
work for your school too.
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5 - IDENTIFY THE NEEDS OF YOUR SCHOOL

7 - SEEK IDEAS WIDELY

9 - JOIN A CRAZE

6 - GET INSPIRATION FROM YOUR SCHOOL VALUES

8 - LET TV LEAD THE WAY

10 -DON’T IGNORE THE OBVIOUS

Another section of this resource gives you a number of 
ideas as to how you can do this. Once you’ve identified 
the needs you can focus on thinking of ideas linked to 
the needs.

You will get a larger number of new ideas by asking 
a larger number of people to make suggestions. You 
can do this with a suggestion box, a survey, or an open 
meeting that anybody is welcome to attend to share 
their idea.

You could organise for you school to be involved in 
a current craze, like when many schools did the 
mannequin challenge or the ice bucket challenge. 
Often these crazes start on social media, so be wise 
about what you choose, but many of these are linked 
to important causes.

Allocate some time discussing your school values (or 
mission statement or motto) and see if you can think 
up an idea that promotes the value. For example, if 
one of your school values is ‘Honesty’ then you could 
create an activity where teachers anonymously admit 
mistakes from their past and students need to guess 
which teacher it matches.

Don’t try to replicate a TV show (you won’t be able 
to) but you can tap into the popularity of TV shows 
to generate ideas. Examples could include a ‘Lego 
Masters Challenge’ during Science Week or ‘Master 
Chef Cook Off’ during Multicultural Week.

Student leaders often think about big and exciting 
ideas that will impress everybody. If there is something 
obvious that needs to be addressed at your school, 
then you should come up with an idea that matches 
that. Examples could include a bullying problem or a 
messy school yard.



GRIP STUDENT 
LEADERSHIP
CONFERENCE

A PRACTICAL AND INTERACTIVE TRAINING DAY HELD IN OVER 100 
TOWNS AND CITIES AROUND AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND

NEW TOPICS EVERY YEAR, FOCUSED ON EQUIPPING STUDENT 
LEADERS WITH SKILLS AND IDEAS THEY CAN PUT INTO 

PRACTICE IN THEIR OWN SCHOOL.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
 gripleadership.com

www.gripleadership.com
www.gripleadership.com


VISIT STUDENT LEADERSHIP NEWS
FOR GREAT IDEAS AND SUCCESS STORIES:

WWW.STUDENTLEADERSHIP.NEWS

HOW TO SUBSCRIBE TO 
OUR PODCAST

OUR PODCAST FEATURES A NUMBER OF SHORT, SHARP SEGMENTS TO HELP STUDENT LEADERS, 
AND TEACHERS WHO WORK WITH STUDENT LEADERS. YOU CAN LISTEN ON THE BUS, IN THE CAR, 
DURING A WALK… ANYWHERE. 

THERE ARE MANY PLATFORMS YOU CAN LISTEN:

ITUNES FACEBOOK PAGE

SLN WEBSITE

CASTBOX

SPOTIFY






